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Sculpture caused problems for motorists in
England.
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Stop in the name of art, just don't crash
By Sally Vaughan
Opinion

If you've ever lived abroad for any length of time, you may have had a similar
experience. For one reason or another, people back home seem to think you're a
safe bet when it comes to holding precious secrets.

Now, I'm not one to betray a confidence, and this is certainly no gossip column, but
it seems to me that a shift in time and space can do wonders for loosening
tongues.

Whilst driving round Amarillo one
evening I was reminded of this. After
passing a number of standard road
signs, "Give Way," "4-way Stop,"
"Pavement Ends," "Don't Mess With
Texas," I was no more surprised to see

a sign displaying the phrase "We Have Our Secrets." Sure we do. We all do. And
did that sign divert me from the job in hand - driving? Well, no.

British artist Michael Pinsky was this week criticized for an art installation that
appeared on a round-about (traffic circle) in a busy town center in England. It
consisted of a group of 10 regular road signs that were grouped together, all
contradicting each other. Apparently confused motorists had no less than a dozen
accidents this month as a result of the "sculpture," and it has since been moved to
a safer place.

A spokesman for the British Automobile Association reportedly said, "Anything that
diverts motorists' attention from the road is not helpful ... Maybe art should be left
to the art galleries and not our road network."

Amarilloans, so far as I've heard, are no more distracted by the signs of Stanley
Marsh 3 and the Dynamite Museum than I was. In fact, I'm often told that most
locals don't notice them at all anymore. Although there may have been a time
when "Big and Ready" caught a motorist off guard, I don't think anyone is
particularly swayed when passing "Remember You Promised Yourself This Would
Be a Good Day." That one always makes me smile.

I hope that Michael Pinsky's work is allowed to remain now that it has found a safe
location, and I hope that the signs of Stanley Marsh 3 are a secret that won't
always be kept here in the U.S.A.

Sally Vaughan is an Englishwoman who is living in Amarillo for the next few
months while writing a book on her experiences and impressions in the Panhandle.
Look for more of her musings in the Sunday Amarillo Globe-News.

Select an ad

$525.00 per week 
Route drivers needed *Must
have...  

Perryton ISD Vacancies 
2007/2008 School Year: HS
English;... 

HEALTH CARE
PROFESSIONALS 
We offer an excellent... 

American Eqpt & 
Trailer CLERICAL POSITION
Bookkeeping... 

SUMMER CREWS NEEDED 
Our growing co. needs
men/women... 

View All TopJobs

SPONSORED LINKS

NEWS SPORTS BUSINESS OPINION OBITUARIES ENTERTAINMENT FEATURES PHOTOS & VIDEO COMMUNITY

SEARCH FOR:   on Amarillo.com



 

ARTICLE TOOLS: Email  Article | Print-Friendly Format

Questions or comments on this story?

Your comments will be sent to the newsroom .  Submissions may be used for future publication in either The Amarillo Globe-News or on
Amarillo.com.

If the story is from the Associated Press or other national news service, we may not be able to answer your question. We can only
provide further information about locally written stories.
If you'd like a response, you must supply a valid email address.
This form is not for sending the story to a friend, please click here to email this story.
This form is for questions about the story above. If you have technical questions or are experiencing problems with the form, please click
here.

Your Name:

Your Email:

Story Headline: Amarillo.com | Features Stop in the name of art, just don't crash 07/22/07
Questions or Comments:

Send Feedback

 

Quicken Loans® Home Loans
Refinance $300,000 for $875/Month
www.QuickenLoans.com

Alternative to Open Back Surgery
Minimally invasive, corrects most spinal disorders, 21st century laser techniques,
outpatient surgery.
www.laserspineinstitute.com

AARP Auto Ins Quotes
Over 50? Save $303 On Auto Ins With The Hartford. Free No Hassle Quote
AARP.TheHartford.com

BUY A SPONSORED LINK

Copyright 2007 Amarillo Globe-News & Amarillo.com


